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W O M E N  I N  M I C E

RISING STAR: 
SERVICES

Zandi Nkosi
Business events 
coordinator 
at Gauteng 
Convention  
and Events Bureau 
(GCEB)

Zandi’s passion for engagement is what 
naturally led her to the events industry. She 
started out as an intern at the Gauteng 
Tourism Authority, working her way up 
to the business events coordinator for 
GCEB – a position that has seen her grow 
into a successful young professional. Being 
passionate about showcasing Gauteng, as well 
as developing good relationships with industry 
stakeholders, has ensured that GCEB is capable 
of delivery quality services to all interested 
parties. This self-starter enjoys a challenge and 
does not accept anything less than excellence 
in all areas of her life. Zandi has shown great 
leadership skills, honesty and integrity and 
no task is too big for her. Her passion for the 
industry is evident in the time and energy she 
devotes to her career. Zandi’s goal for the 
next five years is to own her own, woman-led 
events company. Watch this space.

OVER THE PAST three years, 
Meetings magazine has 
acknowledged 125 phenomenal 

women who made a significant contribution 
to the industry. The Top 40 Women in MICE 
initiative has given these women a platform 
to tell their stories. They are stories that 
inspire, motivate and ignite. 

In order to grow the initiative into a 
community of influential women who 
are determined not only to build fruitful 
professional and personal relationships with 
one another, but to be advocates for an 
exciting new generation of business talent, it 
is vital to have a day where they  
can connect. 

SENSATIONAL SUCCESS
This year’s celebrations took place at 
the beautiful Monte De Dios. The ladies 
were treated to a three-course meal and 
entertainment was provided by Just 6, 
Morgan Beatbox, The Motherland, Lonehill 
Estate and Rubber Duc.

This year’s Lifetime Achiever recipient, 
Jacqueline Stumke, summed up the day 
best, “What a fantastic day, stunning venue, 
delicious food, best decor ever and, of 
course, thanks for honouring such super 
women in MICE. I know that it meant so 
much to each and every award recipient to 
be acknowledged in front of their peers and 
I’m sure that the acknowledgement will make 
them strive to be even more professional in 
the years ahead.”  

Echoing her sentiments is EXSA’s general 
manager, Phumulani Hlatshwayo, “An 
event like Women in MICE is important to 
acknowledge successful women and their 
driving force in the industry.” 

GIVING BACK 
This year, Women in MICE supported the Jess 
Foord Foundation’s handbag project. Each 
handbag is filled with essential items that will 
be needed after a woman reports her rape. 
A total of 223 bags were collected.

OUTSTANDING  
ACHIEVEMENTS 

RISING STAR: 
EVENT PLANNER

Inaze Sarang 
Planner at Divaz 
Event Management 

Inaze is a hardworking, 
determined young 
woman who constantly 
strives for 

perfection in all she does, to ensure that 
her client’s events are the best they can 
be. When she started at Divaz, nearly two 
years ago, she didn’t even know how to 
add an attachment to an email. Today, 
Inaze can successfully manage and execute 
any event, proving that, with passion 
and determination, you can succeed at 
anything. She is dedicated to her work and 
is willing to spend whatever time or energy 
is needed to accomplish the task at hand. 
Inaze is open to new ideas and can think out 
of the box – essential requirements in the 
competitive MICE industry. Everything she 
does, she does with an extra dash of style, 
creativity and innovation. She is currently 
studying toward her bachelor’s degree in 
marketing through IMM. The future is bright 
for Inaze, as she strives towards becoming 
an established name in the events industry. 

The Top 40 Women in MICE has become an industry 
highlight and this year’s celebrations did not disappoint.

OUR SPONORS 
A special thank you to all the 
sponsors, without whom this 
event would not have been 
possible: Monte De Dios, 
EPH Group, South African 
National Convention 
Bureau, Tshwane 
Convention and 
Visitor Bureau, Inspire 
Furniture, ELS Event 
Architects (decor), Khoja 
Group (trophies),  
RSVP Agency, Justin Lee 
Photography, Professional 
Passenger Services, Spier, 
Zevenwacht, Oyster King and 
Timeless Tents. 



FIONA HACK  
INSPIRATIONAL AWARD* 

BRONWEN SHAW
Key accounts manager at  
Chakela Hotels and Resorts

The passion Bronwen radiates for our industry 
is clearly evident. She firmly believes that, in 
order for anyone to make it in this industry, you 
need to be passionate, have tenacity, adopt a 
positive attitude, be hardworking and humble, 
listen and learn, try harder every day, stay 
focused, be energising, be creatively driven, 
make a difference, and remember to have fun.

Bronwen knows her strengths well and makes 
sure she puts herself in both personal and 
professional situations where she can utilise 
these skills. She acknowledges that she has 
imperfections, but realises this is part of being 
human and she ensures that every mistake 
she makes is turned into a personal learning 
experience. She continuously asks herself how 
she can use her strengths to make the world 
that she lives in a better place.

Bronwen is determined to continue to make 
a difference at every opportunity. She remains 
focused on continuing to raise the profile 
of this country for delegates coming in and 
ensuring that sustainability is consistent and 
maintained, leading the industry by the example 
she sets from a day-to-day perspective and 
growing and creating opportunities for all 
concerned in the business events sector.

She has previously served on the Northern 
Territory branch committee for SAACI, the 
National SAACI board and has been a committee 
member on the Event Greening Forum.

Maya Angelou said, “I’ve learned that people 
will forget what you said, people will forget 
what you did, but people will never forget  
how you made them feel.” Bronwen lives by  
this saying.

*The recipient of this award makes a difference 
in the industry, her greater community and is a 
role model for other women. This award is named 
after Fiona Hack from Unlimited Events. Despite 
being diagnosed with leukaemia in 2014, Fiona 
still proceeded to run her business, even while 
undergoing chemotherapy, inspiring her staff and 
her clients. Today, Fiona has a clean bill of health.

#40WIM

NEWSMAKER OF THE YEAR

Amanda Kotze-Nhlapo
Executive manager at the South 
African National Convention  
Bureau (SANCB)

This year, Amanda has been recognised 
as a “trailblazer” and named among the 
25 Most Influential People in the Meetings 
Industry for 2016, by global business events 
magazine Successful Meetings. According to 
the magazine: “these people were chosen 
because they have either contributed to 
the business of meetings, made it easier for 
meeting professionals to do their job, helped 
raise awareness of the industry, or, through 
their actions, have had a significant impact on 
meeting professionals.” 

In April this year, Amanda was also awarded 
the IMEX Academy Award 2016 for Africa and 
the Middle East. According to IMEX Group’s Ray 
Bloom, chairman, and Paul Flackett, managing 
director, who presented the award at the 
14th annual IMEX Gala Dinner held in Germany, 
Amanda was given this award for her role in 
developing the status of South Africa as  
a world-class destination within the  
meetings Industry.

As part of her contribution in growing South 
Africa’s business events industry, she has 
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worked with the Best Cities Alliance as well as 
partnered with the International Congress and 
Convention Association (ICCA) on some key 
projects. She was among the high-achieving 
meetings industry professionals from across 
the world that were honoured. 

The IMEX Academy Awards represents the 
very best in the meetings and incentive travel 
industry, honouring outstanding individuals. 
These awards and acknowledgments are 
confirmation that Amanda’s extensive 
experience and solid grasp of the business 
events industry have not gone unnoticed. A 
true achiever, more than a year ago, Amanda 
was elected geographical member for Africa to 
the ICCA board. 

Not only has Amanda been named Newsmaker 
of the Year, but she is also the first inductee 
into the Women in MICE Hall of Fame. 
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LIFETIME ACHIEVER AWARD 

Jacqueline Stumke
Founder of PCO Alliance Network

Jacqueline is a highly revered professional 
conference organiser with over 30 years 
of experience in the industry. Her creative 
solutions, organisational skills and her hands-
on approach have been major factors in the 
success of her company. Seeing a need to share 
skills and ideas, she founded the PCO Alliance 
Network. Under her guidance and leadership, 
the network has grown into a significant group 
of highly respected PCOs. She has been an 
inspiration and mentor to many people in this 
industry and this is highlighted by what the 
following people had to say:
•  “It is a proud thing, as a founding member of 

the PCO Alliance Network, to see Jacqueline 
being honoured with this award. She is 
an inspiration and friend to us all, with an 
amazing ability to ‘really listen’. Her positive 
energy, dedication, vision and passion have 
ensured the growth and success of the PCO 
Alliance Network.” Clare Coomer, Network 
Conferences Incorporated 

•  “I met Jacqueline when I was wet behind the 
ears, working as a hotel receptionist. At first, 
I was quite intimidated by her, but her 
absolute respect for junior and senior staff 
alike was and still is something to admire. Her 
passion for people and sincere friendliness 
remind me why I am in this industry.” 
Chris Oosthuizen, GM, Pecan Manor 
Conference & Function Venue

•  “I met Jacqueline many years ago and always 
admired her work ethic and friendliness. I 
consider her an icon in our industry. So when 
she called me to say that she was starting 
the PCO Alliance Network, I jumped at the 
opportunity to be part of the organisation. 
After 10 successful years, I am still a  
proud member and in total awe of what  
she has achieved.” Gayle Defranceski,  
Joburg Conferences

•  “Jacqueline's dedication, patience and 
leadership in dealing with all matters, both 
industry-related and on a personal level, have 
been the foundation of the PCO Alliance 
Network’s success. We, as members, are 
proud and honoured that she has been 
recognised for her contribution to this 
ever-challenging industry.” Ingrid Banfield, 
Banfield Sales & Marketing

W O M E N  I N  M I C E

FROM LEFT Liezle Bothma, Conker Exhibitions: Top 40 
2016; Jacqui Reynolds, On Show Solutions: Top 40 2013;  
and Projeni Pather, Exposure Marketing: Top 40 2016

MAIN ELS Event Architects 
supplied the decor, which left  
a lasting impression on  
the guests

ABOVE LEFT Khoja Group was 
responsible for making the 
bases for the beautiful trophies 

ABOVE RIGHT Guests 
described MC Thami 
Motlhabane (Top 40 2015) as 
a delight to see and listen to

LEFT Monte de Dios outdoor 
venue was the perfect 
backdrop for this year's event
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Guests were treated to chart-topping hits by some of 
South Africa's hottest bands – pictured above are band 
members of The Motherland and Rubber Duc


